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Hector Berlioz

...Gottschalk is one of the very small number who possess all the different
elements of a consummate pianist, all the faculties which surround him
with an irresistible prestige, and give him a sovereign power. He is an ac-
complished musician: he knows just how far fancy may be indulged in
expression. He knows the limits beyond which any liberties taken with the
rhythm produce only confusion and disorder; and upon these limits he
never encroaches. There is an exquisite grace in his manner of phrasing
sweet melodies, and throwing off light touches from the higher keys. The
boldness and brilliancy and originality of his play at once dazzles and
astonishes, and the infantile naiveté of his smiling caprices, the charming
simplicity with which he renders simple things, seem to belong to another
individuality, distinct from that which marks his thundering energy: thus
the success of M. Gottschalk before an audience of musical cultivation is

immense.”
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